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Gujarat Orthopaedic Association (GOA) appreciates and acknowledges the interest shown by the orthopaedic surgeons for expansion of their knowledge and skills. This is a pilot project of GOA as authorized by our GBM held at Bhavnagar during year 2024.
Please go through the following points, carefully, before you fill the application form for the proposed GOA fellowship program. The last date for application is 5th November, 5 pm.

1. The GOA FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM IS PRIMARILY FOR MEMBERS OF GOA. If you have already applied for membership and not yet been ratified (those who have sent GOA membership application forms during this year 2024-25) then you will be given second preference. We do earnestly request you to become a GOA member as soon as possible so that you can avail this opportunity from this year itself.
2. This is a pilot project as it is being restarted after a gap of few years. Hence, we have planned the duration of the fellowship to be 3-6 weeks based upon the mutual understanding between the fellowship seeker (mentee) and the center offering the fellowship (mentor/ center), unless specifically mentioned in the final offer letter.
3. The selection process is based on many criteria. Please do not try to influence the process or get in touch with the proposed mentor/ center. They have no direct say in this matter at all. In fact, any such unfair means will adversely affect your chances.
4. The selection process will be based upon your data, credentials (like years since member of GOA, previous experience, publication, presentation, previous fellowship/s etc.), matching of your specialty needs with the centers and will be accomplished by a neutral, unbiased, objective committee.
5. It is expected that the fellow will get adequate chances to get scrubbed for surgeries as well as be a part of the decision-making team at the center so come prepared. We are expecting to inform for your selection by second week of November; so you have enough time of 2 weeks to get prepared in consultation with mentor/center allotted.
6. The fellowship is primarily meant for those orthopaedic surgeons who are early in their journey of that particular sub specialty. There will be a few centers for mid and/or advanced level surgeons also. Do mention your expectations and levels along with your involvement with that sub specialty that you are selecting. That will help matching your expectations.
7. The GOA office and selection committee will be collecting and scrutinizing the applications in the month of October and the selection process with appropriate matching centers will be announced by mid-November. All official communications will be through email address given by you in the prescribed form. Do follow timeline strictly. Last date for application will be 5th November 5pm, without extension/s. It is always better to apply early rather than waiting till the last date. 
8. A detailed list along with some introduction of proposed center/mentor is attached separately, please go through the same very carefully and mention your choice based upon your own preferences from the same.
9. The start of the fellowship will be from 1st December and must be completed latest by 19th January (any time in between these two dates you may finalize between 3 and 6 weeks in consultation with mentor/center.)  APPLY ONLY IF YOU CAN JOIN AND WORK DURING THIS TIME FRAME. YOUR CONTINUOUS PRESENCE DURING THE ENTIRE PERIOD OF FELLOWSHIP IS EXPECTED AT THE CENTER. The specific dates can be adjusted with the center/mentor based on mutual agreement after selection; keeping GOA office bearers in confidence.
10. It is essential for the fellows to submit a report latest by 31st January. This is as feedback as well as improvement and modifications in the future fellowship programs. You will be given a certificate of fellowship only after you submit this report in time and receiving one such from the center where you have completed your fellowship, mentioning satisfactory completion of your fellowship with them.
11. It is mandatory that the fellow will abide by the rules of the fellowship and the selected center and maintain absolute professional and academically conducive atmosphere. The fellow shall ensure that interpersonal conflicts/conflicts of interest are avoided and the GOA office must be informed at all times in cases of issues of concern/problems. A center/ mentor may ask you to sign their code of conduct before joining the fellowship. The same must be adhered to in letter and spirit.
12. Before the selection, the GOA office may arrange an online interaction/interview with the applicant. 
13. During the fellowship program, GOA will appoint a committee member for coordination who will visit and meet the mentor and fellow at the center to ensure smoothness. Do feel free to share your reflections with the committee member while your fellowship is going on.
14. The mentee shall contact the contact person whose details will be shared with , post selection. Do coordinate with the center coordinator only, as far as possible, for anything and everything. 
15. Post allotment of center for a genuine reason if a fellow is unable to join on the predecided date/ have to leave inbetween; an email with due explanation must be sent to GOA (drvijayedu@gmail.com or ketznbizz@yahoo.com) well in time from the email entered in the Google form at the time of application. If found genuine the same may be granted by GOA. No assurance will be given to accommodate you in this cycle. HOWEVER, THIS MAY ADVERSELY AFFECT YOUR FURTHER OPPORTUNITIES WITH GOA PROGRAMS INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO FELLOWSHIP/S.
16. GOA is only a facilitatory organization to expand the horizons of orthopedic education through such fellowship programs. THERE IS NO FINANCIAL NOR ANY LEGAL LIABAILITY OF GOA of any sort. IT IS ADVISABLE THAT YOU HAVE ADEQUATE PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY COVERAGE (minimum 25 lac, before joining the fellowship) to avoid/overcome any potential issue/s. This is required as the mentee is going to get chance to get scrub.
17. The fellowship program DOES NOT HAVE ANY STIPEND-FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO THE FELLOWS. ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD ARE ALSO NOT EXPECTED TO BE PROVIDED BY THE CENTER. PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THE SAME AND MANAGE THINGS ACCORDINGLY.
18. Please send your application form to the President GOA- Dr. Vijay Sata on the email address –drvijayedu@gmail.com before deadline of 5 November, 5 pm. Please fill the Google form contents clearly, truthfully and unambiguously. If it is required that you are supposed to send additional attachments please send the same by email only from the same email that you have filled your Google form. Any other submission method/s will not be considered.
19. GOA office bearers reserve all the rights regarding the GOA fellowship program including but not limited to any modification and complete suspension. Please respect the decision/s and no explanations, or arguments will be entertained in this matter. You may communicate your genuine concern without any hesitation for sure; but final decision will be taken by the office bearers of GOA and let the matter end there. 
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